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Abstract

We pin down a new mechanism behind comparative advantage by pointing out that coun-
tries differ in their ability to adjust to technological change. We take stock of the pattern
extensively documented in the labor literature whereby more efficient machines displace
workers from codifiable (routine) tasks. Our hypothesis is that labor reallocation across
tasks is subject to frictions and that these frictions are country-specific. We incorporate
task routineness into a canonical 2-by-2-by-2 Heckscher-Ohlin model. The key feature of
our model is that factor endowments are determined by the equilibrium allocation of labor
toroutine and non routine tasks. Our model predicts that countries which facilitate labor
reallocation across tasks become relatively abundant in non routine labor and specialize
in goods that use non routine labor more intensively. We document that the ranking of
countries with respect to the routine intensity of their exportsis strongly connected to two
institutional aspects: labor market institutions and behavioral norms in the workplace.

Keywords: comparative advantage, routineness

JEL codes: F11, F14, F15



“This paper has greatly benefited from helpful discussions with Jan de Loecker, SaSo Polanec, Ariell Reshef,
Hylke Vandenbussche, and Frank Verboven. This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon
2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 649378.



Executive Summary

Classic theories of international trade generated predictions on the comparative advantage
of countries from differences in factor endowments (Heckscher-Ohlin) or directly from pro-
ductivity differences (Ricardo). More recent contributions have postulated that comparative
advantage might also be generated endogenously from cross-country differences in institutions.
We propose a variation of that approach in order to predict the specialization of countries in
goodsthatareintensive (ornot)inlaborinputofroutine-task.

We start from the production function pioneered by Acemoglu and Autor (2011) that models
sectors as differing in their relative intensity of nonroutine labor input versus an intermediate
input. Crucially, this intermediate input is produced itself using routine labor or machines
which are imperfect substitution in a CES aggregator. Our innovation is to make the ease of
substitutability in the CES function a dimension along which countries differ.

Wefirst provide some evidence that our nested production function is able to fit some fea-
turesofthedata. Weestimate the production functionusingthe KLEMS dataset for25 countries
and 30 industries, exploiting only the time dimension and allowing the structural parameters to
vary acrossbothindustry and country dimensions. Weobtain thebestfit of thedataif weletthe
parameter of the outer nest, which captures the relativeimportance of nonroutine labor input,
vary across sectors, while we let the parameter of the inner nest, which captures the easy of
substitution between routine labor and capital in the production of the intermediate, vary across

countries.

Next, we derive comparative advantage predictions from this production function and in-
vestigate which institutional characteristics of countries can support these predictions. Wedo
this in a two-step procedure, borrowed from Costinot (2009). First, we estimate for each coun-
try how strong the correlation is between the sectoral composition of itsnet exportbundle and
the routine-intensity across sectors (a primitive of technology). Next, we investigate which
institutional features are significant predictors of these correlation coefficients. The first step
yields intuitive patterns: Countries that specialize the least in routine-intensive production are
Japan, Switzerland, Germany, and Sweden, while countries that specialize the most in routine-
intensive goods are Thailand, Italy, Canada, and China. Itis interesting to note that these
patternsare quite different from those obtained from traditional measures of skill-intensity. In
the second step, we estimate that the institutional characteristics that co-vary positively with

specialization in nonroutine-production are: rule of law, strong norm in the workforce (low
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absenteism, flexibility, responsibility,...), and high internal migration.

Finally, we provide some avenues to start thinking how the production function that we pro-
posed can be built up from micro-foundations. The function has been used widely, especially
inlaboreconomics, butithas generally been treated as an exogenous primitive of the economy.
Wedescribe a few mechanisms where the adjustment of an economy to an exogenousincrease
in labor-substituting capital is facilitated by flexible labor market institutions, e.g. low severance
pay, the fraction of the cost of retraining workers that is borne by society (government) rather
thanindividual firms, high quality of formal schooling thatimparts general (not firm-specific)
skills, etc. Weillustrate how a primitive parameter measuring high severance pay, for example,
leads to low substitutability between factors in routine intermediate production. These mecha-
nisms suggest directly a number of mechanisms that governments can exploit to influence their

comparative advantage away from routine-intensive production.



1 Introduction

The classical theory of comparative advantage puts forward that differences in technology
and factor endowments lead countries to specialize in the production of different goods. Re-
cent developments in this literature put forward the role of worker attributes (human capital,
skilldispersion) and of institutions (the ability to enforce contractual relationships) in shaping
the pattern of trade. The available evidence supports the view that countries differ in many

dimensions, and that all of these dimensions play a role in determining the pattern of trade.!

We seek to contribute by merging the comparative advantage literature with a prominent
topic in the labor literature. We pin down a new mechanism behind comparative advantage
by noticing that countries may differ in their ability to adjust to technological change. Our
starting point is a well-documented pattern associated to the recent process of technological
change.? The operationality of more efficient machines leads to the displacement of workers
away from the relatively more codifiable (‘more routine’) tasks in which the new machines
have a comparative advantage. The automation of routine tasks frees up labor to perform the
less codifiable (‘non routine’) tasks. We find that countries that are better able to reallocate
workers across tasks specialize in goods that require more intensive use of labor in the non

routine tasks.

Tomake this point we incorporate task routineness into an otherwise canonical 2-country
2-good 2-factor Heckscher-Ohlin model. The two factors needed for the production of the two
final goods are the routine and the non-routine factor. The key feature of our model is that the
available quantities of these twofactorsarenot givenexogenously. Instead, these quantities are
determined by the equilibrium allocation of labor to routine and non-routine tasks. Wemodel
the process of technological change as an increase in the capital endowment. Asin Autoretal.
(2003) and Autor and Dorn (2013), we posit that capital can only be used in routine tasks. An
increase in the quantity of capital brings about a reduction in the relative cost of capital and an
increase in the equilibrium capital intensity of routine production. Consequently, labor can be

released from routine tasks and reallocated to non-routine tasks.?

1 Chor (2010) shows that institutional characteristics matter at least as much as factor endowments. Bombardini
etal. (2012) show that the level of human capital and the degree of skill dispersion are quantitatively similar.

2 See in particular Autor et al. (2003), Acemoglu and Autor (2011), Goos et al. (2014), Harrigan et al. (2016).

3 Two approaches have been used to model labor reallocation. Autor and Dorn (2013) posit that workers can
only be reallocated from routine tasks in manufacturing to manual non-routine tasks in services while Autor
etal. (2003) allow reallocation from routine to non-routine tasks in manufacturing. We follow the approach of
Autor et al. (2003) while relaxing their assumption of perfect capital-labor substitutability in routine tasks.
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Our hypothesis is that the reallocation of workers across tasks is subject to frictions, and
that the intensity of these frictions is country-specific. Wemodel the intensity of frictions asso-
ciated to the process of labor reallocation as a change in the elasticity of substitution between
capital and labor in routine production. We think of this assumption as a reduced form approach
to capturing differences in labor market regulations across countries as well as differences in
worker bargaining power and, more generally, in the intensity of frictions in the workplace.
Specifically, we expect the elasticity of substitution tobe decreasing in the magnitude of hiring,
firing, and retraining costs associated to the adjustment of the workforce to the new machines.

Our model delivers the prediction that countries which adjust more smoothly to technolog-
ical change -i.e. countries with a higher elasticity of substitution between capital and labor
in routine production - free up more labor for non-routine tasks and become non-routine la-
bor abundant. As in the canonical Heckscher-Ohlin model, the abundance of non-routine labor
makes these countries relatively more efficientin producing goods that use the non-routinela-
bor more intensively. Consequently, we get the prediction that countries which adjust more
smoothly totechnological change specialize in goods thatare relatively non-routine intensive.
This new mechanism of comparative advantage helps to explain why countries with similar
factor endowments and similar technology may specialize in different goods.

Wetest the predictions of our model by following the approach in Costinot (2009). Wework
with bilateral trade data at the HS 2-digit level in 2000-2006. To reduce the number of zeros in
thetradematrix, werestrictthe sampletothe 19biggestexportersand the 34 biggestimporters.
Inthe firststep of the estimation, werank countries with respect to the routine intensity of their
exports.* In the second step, we regress the ranking of countries with respect to the routine
intensity of their exports on their ranking with respect to institutional characteristics that likely
correlatewith theability toreallocatelaboracross tasks.

Wefind that the strictness of employment protection legislation (EPL) helps to explain dif-
ferences in specialization across the countries of the European Union. Consistently with the
predictions of our model, European countries with relatively strict EPL - and hence, lower
capital-labor substitutability - specialize in goods that are relatively routine-intensive. Further,
we find that the quality of the workforce as well as behavioral norms in the workplace help to
explain differences in specialization across the 19 biggest world exporters. Consistently with

the predictions of our model, countries in which the labor force is more able and more reliable

* The ranking of industries with respect to routine intensity is taken from Autor et al. (2003). We match their
rankingacross 140 censusindustriestothe HS2-digit classification.
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specialize in goods that are relatively non routine-intensive.

Our work connects to three strands of the literature. Starting from the seminal work by
Klump and De La Grandpville (2000) who showed that the magnitude of the elasticity of sub-
stitution between capital and labor had substantial implications for growth, macroeconomists
have seeked to estimate the magnitude of capital-labor substitutability and to uncover its de-
terminants. We contribute to this literature by connecting the magnitude of capital-labor sub-
stitutability to the institutional characteristics of countries and by showing that differences in
capital-labor substitutability play a role in determining countries’ specialization in trade.

Our work also connects to the rapidly growing literature in labor economics that documents
how increased automation and outsourcing of codifiable tasksled tojob polarizationin devel-
oped economies. This literature explicitly connects technological change to labor displacement
from routine to non-routine tasks.> We contribute to this literature by showing that institutional
characteristics play arole in determining the cost of worker reallocation across tasks. Further,
we document that workers are expected to benefit relatively more from trade in countries that
areabletoadjustmoresmoothly totechnological change.

Last but not least, we contribute to the trade literature that seeks to uncover new mechanisms
behind comparative advantage. As pointed outby Nunn and Trefler (2014), this literature has
extensively documented the importance of institutional characteristics. Our work also under-
scores the role of institutions. Our main contribution consists in pointing out that institutions
may have a direct effect on the adjustment of the economy to technological change and, con-
sequently, on the allocation of labor across tasks. Weshow that differences in measured factor
abundance such as country-specific ratios of the skilled to the unskilled labor may be determined

by the interaction of institutional characteristics with the process of technological change.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In section 2 we present some evidence on the
ranking of sectors with respect to the routine intensity of tasks and on the ranking of countries
withrespect to capital-labor substitutability in routine production. In section 3 we present the
main features of our stylized model, derive the autarky equilibrium and discuss the predictions
regarding the pattern of trade. In section 5 we discuss one possible microfoundation of differ-
ences in capital-labor substitutability. Specifically, we show that an increase in the magnitude
ofadjustment costsleads to areductionin measured capital-labor substitutability. In section 4

wediscuss theestimation strategy and ourresults. Weconcludeinsection 6.

> See in particular Autor et al. (2003), Acemoglu and Autor (2011), Goos et al. (2014), Harrigan et al. (2016).



2 Stylized facts

Our starting pointis the production function used by Autoretal. (2003) tostudy theimpact
of technological change on the evolution of employment in routine and non routine tasks. The
authors assume Cobb-Douglas technology in each industry g whereby non-routine tasks Aq and
routine tasks Mg are combined to obtain output Yg.° The parameter B4 € (0,1) captures the

intensity with which the industry uses the routine tasks.

Y= A;—Bg Mgg

Non-routine tasks are produced by non-routine labor L? while routine tasks can be pro-
duced by both capital K and routine labor L™. In Autor et al. (2003) capital and routine labor
are perfect substitutes: Mg = (Ly+ Kg). In subsequent work capital and routine labor tend to
be modelled as imperfect substitutes while maintaining the assumption of higher capital substi-
tutability with routine than with non routine labor. In particular, Autor and Dorn (2013) posit
Mg = f(LrS)“ + (Kg)u'“ " where p € (0,1).

The assumption that industries can be ranked according to their routine-intensity (8g) has
become commonplace following the seminal work by Autor et al. (2003). Moreover, the map-
ping from the routine task intensity of occupations to the routine task intensity of industries
proposed by Autor et al. (2003) has been widely used in empirical work. The magnitude of the
elasticity 0 = (1 — ) ™! that captures capital-labor substitutability in routine production has
received less attention. In theoretical work this parameter is generally assumed to be common
across industries and either equal or greater than 1.7

Weretain the key feature of the production function in Autor et al. (2003) whereby capital
and routine labor are relative substitutes while capital and non-routine labor are relative com-
plementsbut we put forward that the elasticity of substitution may be country-specific. Weget
the following two-tier production function:

f o m 1%
Yigt = (L%ig0)" ~Po (LIGOM + (Kig)™ (1)

Weuse the EU-KLEMS database that provides information on capital and labor use in 21

countries (i) and 30 industries (g) over 25 years (t) to substantiate this hypothesis.

6 Wemodify notation in Autor et al. (2003) to be consistent with notation in the rest of this paper.
"InGoosetal. (2014) capital-labor substitutability in the production of each task isequal to 1 and common
across industries. In Acemoglu and Restrepo (2016) capital and labor are perfect substitutes in routine tasks.
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First, we carry out an analysis of variance regarding factor allocation to tasks. The EU-
KLEMS database reports total employment in each industry together with its split across high-,
medium-, and low-skilled occupations. In manufacturing, there is a strong negative correlation
between the skill intensity and the routine intensity of occupations. Weequate high-skill em-

ployment with labor use in non-routine tasks L¢,, and the remaining employment with labor use

i
in routine tasks L.

In table 1 we report the fraction of variance in labor allocation to non-routine tasks at-
tributable to the time, country, and industry dimensions of the data. If routine intensity is
industry-specific, variation in non-routine employment will be mainly driven by the industry di-

mension of the data. If capital-labor substitutability is country-specific, the country dimension

should also play a role in explaining variation in non-routine employment.?

Table 1: Intensity of labor use in non-routine tasks: Ly /(Lig: + Lig)

Adjusted R2 Level Ln()
Yeardummies (t) 0.035 0.063
Country dummies (i) | 0.296 0.337
Industry dummies (g) | 0.460 0.388

The industry dimension has the most explanatory power. It explains between 39 and 46%
of the total variation. The time dimension has little explanatory power. It explains just 4-6%
of the total variation. Together these results support the premise that routine intensity is a
technological characteristic of the production process in the industry. Wenote that about 30-
34% of the varianceis attributable to the country dimension. This finding is consistent with our
assumption that labor allocation to tasks is co-determined by country characteristics.

The EU-KLEMS database reports information on capital services used in each industry.
This variableis reported as a time index which means that we cannot directly compare capital-
routine labor ratios across countries or industries. Nevertheless, we can interact year dummies
with country or industry dummies to assess whether changes in capital intensity of routine

8 Forany g%’ive_n relative wage, the capital intensity of routine production Kigi/L" . is common across industries
in country i and Liat/ L:“t 1s decreasing in By. But Kig/ Lrin isa function of capifal-labor substitutability pt. In
general, L? /L™ will Vgry in the country dimension if cap%tal-labor substitutability is country-specific.
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production are better explained by the country or the industry dimension. Table 2 reports the

results. The data strongly indicates greater explanatory power for the country dimension.

Table 2: Intensity of capital use in routine tasks: Kigt/ Lr}”gt

Adjusted R2 All observations | Trimmed to 1-99 percentile

Country-Year dummies (i * t)

0.661 0.628

Industry-Year dummies (g * t)

0.318 0.285

Second, we estimate the two-tier production function (1) in each country and industry on the
full set of years.” Weimplement two sets of constraints. In the baseline approach, we constrain
the parameters to be comprised between 0 and 1 while allowing each parameter to vary in the
industry and country dimensions (Big, Hig). In the second approach, we further constrain routine
intensity tobe commonacross countries (Bg).

In table 3 we report summary statistics for the 662 estimated values of Big and pig obtained
with the benchmark approach. There is substantial variability in the estimated parameters. The
median elasticity of substitution in routine production (0ig) is 1.75, but the interquartile range
comprises near-unitary elasticities as well as perfect substitutability between capital and routine

labor. The median routine intensity (Big) is 0.81, and the interquartile range is 0.57-0.98.

Table 3: Summary statistics for 8 and [t

Parameter estimate | Median | Mean | Std. dev. IQR 10-90% | 5-95% | 1-99%
Big 0.81 0.74 0.26 0.57-0.98 | 0.37-1 | 0.16-1 0-1
Hig 0.43 0.53 0.45 0.06-1 0.03-1 | 0.01-1 0-1

In table 4 we investigate which dimension of the data (country or industry) is better able to

explain variation in estimated ig. The first column reports the share of explained variation for

estimates of g obtained with the benchmark approach. The second column reports the share of

? Capital services Kig are normalized to the median value of routine labor L'}, in each country and industry.
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explained variation for estimates of [ligobtained when the routine intensity (8g) is constrained

to be an industry characteristic.

Table4: Country and industry dimensions of variationin g

Adjusted R2 Unconstrained: Big | Constrained: Bq
Country and industry dummies 0.051 0.084
Country dummies 0.031 0.067
Industry dummies 0.018 0.014
Percent explained by country alone 65% 83%

Less than 10% of the total variance in the estimated g is attributable to the country or
the industry dimensions. Nevertheless, the bulk of the explained variation is attributable to
the country dimension. Thisresultis particularly striking when we follow the approach of the
labor literature and constrain the routine intensity 8y tobe anindustry-characteristiccommon
toall countries. Our resultslend support to the assumption commonin thelabor literature that
capital-labor substitutability in routine production is common across industries. They also lend

support to our hypothesis that capital-labor substitutability is country-specific.

3 The model
3.1 Autarky

The two countries are denoted i € {1,2}. Factor endowments of capital K and labor L are
common to the two countries. The two final goods are denoted g € {1,2}. The production

function for good g in country iis:

Yig = z(L%)' Fom’ @
ig ig

where g is the technology parameter in production of good g; LY is the quantity of non-
routinelabor used in production of good g, Mig is the quantity of the routine input used in
production of good g, and Sy is the factor share of the routine input in production of good g.

Throughout this section, we consider good 1 to be relatively non-routine: 81 <f8,.
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The Cobb-Douglas production function for each of the two final goods contains an inner
component that describes how routinelabor L} and capital Kig are combined to produce the

routine input Mig:

L I
Mg = AiaiKigh + (1 —a)(LipH ™ 3)

where Ajand aj are (respectively) the efficiency and distribution parameters of the CES pro-
duction function, and Y = (0j — 1)/ 0j captures the extent of capital-routine labor substitutabil-
ity. These three parameters may be country-specific. Throughout this section, we consider
country 1tohavehighersubstitutabilitybetween capital and routinelabor: p1 > . Further, we
assume that in both countries capital and routine labor are more substitutable than non-routine
labor and the routine input: 0 < pj <1.

Thefullexpressionof the productigp functionis:

Yig = 2oL Tk =L g @)
ig i ig
Wedenote M; = 3¢ Mg the total quantity of the routine inputand L™ = 34 L™ the total quan-

_ i ig
tity of labor allocated toits production. Wedenote L2=L—LM=34L? thetotal quantity of
i i ig

labor allocated tonon routine tasks. The outer production function (2) replicates the canonical
2 X 2 Heckscher-Ohlin model with two goods and two factors. Hence, it is sufficient to estab-
lish that one of the two countries becomes relatively non-routine labor abundant to prove that

under autarky this country produces relatively more output in the sector that uses non-routine

labor more intensively: L%/Mj>L%/Mii<Y /Y >Yr1 /Y1 .Theobjectiveofthissectionisto
i il i i1 2

establish the conditions under which the high (low) -i country becomes relatively non-routine

labor abundant.

3.1.1 Production of the routine input (M;)

We denote wj the wage and rj the cost of capital and posit that for any given relative wage

wi/ri, routine labor and capital are combined in the same way in production of the two final

goods.!? Further, we note that capital can only be used to produce the routine input. The

production function for the routine input M; can thus be written:

Mi = AilaiK¥ + (1 —a)(LMH]7 (5)

10" App.A.1 validates this assumption by establishing the uniqueness of the solution.
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Weuse (5) to solve for the use of routine labor as a function of routine input production.
Hi m i

Whenever M; < Aiq; K, L; = 0. Whenever M; > Aiq; K:
_ ) _ _ |1/Lli
| m(Mi) = [1_ai] W M ul_CTiKU'i (6)
A
L1
Wedenoteby CJ" the cost function for the routine input. ForMj €~ 0,Ajq{""K  the cost
1
functionisconstantand equaltor; K.For M; > A; ai“ iK the cost functionis:
¢ i & MM M /a
i (Mi;wi, ) =wil; +riK=wi[l—ai]” ™ A aiK +riK (7)

1
Consequently, the marginal cost function is constant and equal to 0 for M; < Aja"' K. When
1

MiexceedsA; a‘i“ K, the marginal costfunctionis:
1=

{C"(Miwi, i)} = MC™(M;;-) = wi[1—ai] WA MMM~ —aiKH T (8)

MT Hi
i i ( Y i .
TheaveragecostfunctionforMie ,Aja Hi K isgivenby riK/ I\/fib.\'lt is decreasing from
U
+oto riA__la __m“. One would always produce at least Mj = Aial{ui K since the marginal cost
| | |

is 0 in this range. We therefore focus on the segment that verifies M; > Ai0(i1/Hi K:

i (Mi;w;, ri)

m . _ Wi —
o =AC"M;) = [l a],

v woaktha e )

M; o —

M Al |
When the quantity produced approaches infinity, the average cost function approaches the

marginal cost function:

g
lim AC"()= lim  Wil—g] w M M—aRW =
M Mi—= M A (10)
- L1 -/
i -1 _ 1 M Hi o 1
m w1 - ail "R A N .G =wi[1—ai] WA
Mj—>w A|

Wecheck that the average cost function attains aminimum for a unique and finite value of

Mi. The derivative of the average cost function is:

1 I 1w

A—a)— aiky G W—aikw # —rk
dACT(Mi;wi, ri) Wil = a) = aiKyy o ' ' 1)
dMi - M;
The derivative is non-negative when:
1 w i (1—aj) v

1
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aiKHi
1 a-w

M _ m
— gk —TiK20 (12)

Ui
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Rearranging and simplifying gives:

I . [ P
1o —_ 1—yi -
Mi—ui _ aiKUi > W_! 1w 1_a . aiK“' (13)
i ri a
Wesolve for Mjto show that the average cost functionis increasing whenever:
— b i I
1 Will_Tli 1—Gi1?1DD]Hi
iz A
s AR 14 14
Mi = Aig; " a : (14)
The term in the curly bracketsis strictly biggerthan 1. Consequently, the averpge cost
- - —Lj /i
function is decreasing between Aio_(“&' K and Aia_HIT K 1+ [wi/ri] ttll'r[(l —aj)/aj]' =4 M and
| 1

increasing thereafter. Thus, the average cost of producing the routine input is minimized at:

, L1

M* U Wi'l_—pﬂi_ 1—a IlflpiD Hi
~ K 14+ —

Aidy O ri

15
a : (15)
Thisresultindicatesthatforanysetoffinitefactor prices the optimal choice of routineinput

production M* is strictly bigger than A; a%' K. It follows that some labor will be allocated to the
1 1

productionof the routineinputineach country aslong as pljisbounded away from 1.
Plugging (15)into (6) deliversthe optimal quantity of routinelabor:!!
1

L™

. Wi I-Hi
I ri

1

1-aj 1-wi _ (16)
(of

Using labor market clearing together with the condition that ensures optimal routine input

production (15), we obtain the optimal ratio of non routine labor to the routine input for country
iderived fromthesolution of theinnerproblem:

E

I
m o [— w/(=ai _;—‘”K
PMi) _L-Li(v) = rifa 1 (17)
Mi* MI* 1 ( — _( I_1 1 1;
~ Mg wi - wi/(1—ai) -y !
AIai“ K 1+ ri ri/ai "

The solution to theinner problem also delivers the price of the routine input. Plugging the

optimal choice of labor allocation to routine tasks (16) in the cost function (7) gives:

cm x _ Wi WI/(1 - ai) _1;]%
i (Miswi,ri) =ik 1+ r/a (18)
| | 1

1 This quantity correspondsto therelative factor demand that would be chosen to produce M¥ if both capital and
routine labor were freely chosen.
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Consequently, the price of theroutineinputis:

-1 pi—1
o+ CIMD e w ow/—a) Ty T

Werearrange (19) todemonstrate that the price of the routine input mimicks the CES price

index that would be obtained if both production factors were freely chosen:

- bi=1
pm wgl rp o ri/ap B 1—aj wi/(1 —aj) ;i“ﬂ n
i Mi;)=A"ai ~ r/a T a r/a =
1 1 I 1 1 |
Ui i Higl
AL m=L 1—aj _Wi -1
L Q Hi LN + _ (20)
ai ai 1—ai
i -1

Hi pl%l' Eflf | 1

: f
a e w a7 o (= ot '

i aj 1—aq

Denote the effective relative cost of labor by @i = [wi/(1 — ai)]/[ri/ai]. From (16), the
elasticity of substitution between capital and routine labor at the cost-minimizing choice of
routine input production is 0j = dln[K/iLm*]/ dIn(w) = (1 — i)~ L. If the effective cost of
labor were common to the two countries, the production of the routine input would be relatively
labor-intensive in the high- country whenever the effective cost of labor is relatively low (w <
1). Further, from the general mean property of the CES production function we know that
the quantity of the routine output M; is strictly increasing in 4 whenever the two countries

allocate the same combination of inputs {K, L™} to its production and K /= L™ (Klump et al.

(2012)).!2 Wheneverlaborisrelatively cheap @ < 1, we know from (16) that the high-{ country

allocatesrelatively more labor to routine tasks L™ > L™ and from the general mean property
1 2

thatM1(L™)>M,(L™"). Tt followsthat the high-pi country mustberelatively routineabundant:
2 2

a a

1/M1 < L,/Ma.
Whenever labor is relatively expensive @ > 1, we know from (16) that the high-p country
allocates relatively less labor to routine tasks L™ < L7 whereby L7* > L%". However, this s

insufficient to prove that the high-t country is relatively non routine abundant because from the

general mean property we only know that M1(L™) > M,(L™"). If we compute the derivative
1 1

12 In the very special case of K = L™ (@ = 1) the two countries obtain the same amount of the routine input.
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of M} withrespectto pwhilekeeping wfixed, we

et: 1 -1
& f/lly i d_(l Wi Tlm N -2 -2 Wi T1-p
— = 1+ @ - __ - 1+
Em du  In q . p (Q-p r. @i
C H I ri . 1 W, T |
-2 1+ Yo ™ n g 1+Ye & +p—w T ho

( li | I ri

We can show that a; + Viw™ o<1 iff @ > 1. Consequently, the first term in the

LG

curly brackets is strictly negative while the second term is strictly positive whenever w > 1.

It is sufficient to prove that the expression in curly brackets is non-negative to establish that

the high-p country isnon-routine labor abundant: L%/M; >L%/M; whenever @w>1 (given
1 2

M1(L™) < Ma(L™). However, the sign of the expression in curly brackets is ambiguous.'®

1 2

It is important to realize that studying the partial derivative of routine input production

with respect to L does not inform us on the pattern of specialization because, as we show

in the next section, the equilibrium wage is itself a function of W.!# Further, the pattern of

specialization is established through the ratio (L%/M1)*/(L3/M>)* rather than through the ratio

1/M,. Specifically, toprove that the high-p coulntry isnon-routine abundantwhenever labor

M * *)

is scarce, we need to establish that L*/L2* > M*/M*.
1 2 1 2

The inner problem does not suffice to pin down the factor price ratio. Hence, we consider
the outer problem to obtain the second expression of the optimal ratio of non routine labor to

theroutineinput.

3.1.2 Production of final output

The outer problem is standard Heckscher-Ohlin. Costs are minimized in proc(iuctiop (ﬁ)f final
—Pg
good g by choosing Mig and L{; subject to the technological constraint Yig < zg | MigPs

taking factor prices P" and wj as given. The solution to this problem delivers relative factor

demand:

Ly 1 BgP"

Pl @)
Mig = By Wi

Denote Qjg the consumption anc% Pig the price of each final good. Goods” market clear-
P9
ing Qig = Yig delivers Qig = zg | Migﬁg. Using (21) to substitute for Mjq defines the

- ,u)Z
13 We can prove that the expression in curly brackets is negative whenever w < (1 —a;) H2=W . Further, the
expressionislikely to be negative evenif the above inequality doesnot hold.

!4 The equilibrium factor prices must verify the first order conditions for the inner CES and the outer Cobb-
Douglas production functionineach country. The factor price ratiois country-specificwhenever wi/= 1.
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consumption of each good as a function of non-routine labor used in production:

Qig = zgL% Aﬁgﬁf v B (22)

Using the zero profit condition Pigzg n 1-Bg Migﬁg =wiL? + P™Miq together with (21) to
ig i
substitute for R"Mig allows solving for the price of each final good:

Py = Wi eI (23)
29(B)Ps (1 — Bg)1=F0)

Wegetthesecond expression of theratio of non-routinelabortoroutineinputineach coun-

try by considering the consumer problem. We take a standard Cobb-Douglas utility function for
the two final goods: U = ¥46;1n(Qjg). The budget constraint is ¥4 PigQig < riK +wiL. The
solution to the consumer problem gives an expression of total expenditure on one good as a

function of relativeincome shares ofeach good and expenditure on the other good:

_6
P_ Q_ ~ PuQin (24)
i2 02 2
1
Plugging (22) and (23)into(24) givesnon-routinelaborallocation toonesectorasafunction

oflabor allocation to the other sector:

Lo 61— B2 L (25)
61— "
Using (25) together withL#= L% +L? allowsexpressingnon-routinelaboruseinsector 1
i i1 i2

asafunction of totalnon-routinelaboruse:
— 1(1—61)
L= ?ﬂne(l _B) (26)
Using (21) to substitute for L in (22) and plugging the resulting expression for Qjg in (24)
delivers the equivalent of (26) for the use of routine input in sector 1 as a function of total

routine input use:

6181
Mig 5 +6B 27)

Using (21) together with (26) and (27) gives an expression for the optimal relative use of

Mi1 =

non-routinelaborand theroutineinputasafunction of thefactor priceratio:

L Sg6y(1—Bg)PT 28)

M = : 29608y Wi
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Wedenotec= Zg‘;g(%gg)and replace the price of theroutineinputby its valuein (19) to
g ~9Fg

get:

La* 111 Wi ow/(-a) s
= C WipgHh 1+ (29)
M;* o ri ri/ d;

Inthenextsection we pin down the equilibrium factor price ratioby combining the expres-

sion of optimal factor allocation in the production of the routine input with optimal factor alloca-

tion.in the production of the two final goods. We thereafter evaluate the ratio
tondn the produgtion & v

11 2 2
asafunctionof .

3.1.3 Equilibrium factor price ratio

The solution to the inner and outer problems each deliver an expression for the relative use
ofnon-routinelaborand of theroutine inputin final good production asa function of the factor
priceratioand of capital-routinelabor substitutability. Wesolvefor the equilibrium factor price

ratio by equating (29) with (17):

( |
— oyl wi/(1—ai) 1=f¢
. : _
| ; J(1-qi) 1w M - ri/ i
WwooC1+ %l w%lagll ' = EW (WIu +
a) 1Y
1+ + 1
i ir/oyi -
Rearranging and simplifying gives:
-1
B ) (1 =) - ) P —
WI_ 1 c 1+ WL WM) _ _I;__ wl/(_leﬁl 1—pj
Ii fi ri/ a; K ri/ i
-1 — _
wi w/l_a) o L w/l-a) i
i T g, R ri/ ai

We obtain an implicit solution for the equilibrium factor price ratio w* = (wi/r;)*:
1 -1

W' = C = _(14¢) La ™ (wp)im (30)

A

Toestablish existence and uniqueness of the solution, we define Fi(-):

i N FF w W, - w) le+1+ c)
L Ay A = (w? (
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Withoutloss of generality, we f?cus on cases where 0j is an integer. We eliminate negative

exponentsby factoringout(@*) '*anduseoi=(1— t) " land 0j—1= i/ (1 — pi) toshow

that the solution is the root of the polynomial of degree 0i:

L L 1 M 140 1—aj T-w 0
— — i 1H 1w (L +cC =
Fi wi}Ui,K,C,Gi,Ai =R P +C* P o Qi
(w™) @? |
|__ o; oi—1 1 —Qaj
o — i —clw) —@+0) _ =0 (32)
K |
(™)
The derivative with respect to o™ is:
oF(+) o—-1L . 0i=2 * 0i—1 * . gi—2
. —i i) g Fooi-Dw) T —0i(w;) &~ @) —c(w;)

f_ |
A sufficient condition for this derivative to be negative is to verify L/K—c(@w*)™1 =0
or, equivalently,; w* = cK /L. By assumption, 0; € (1, »). The function F(-) is
monotonically decreasing in w*, it is positive for w* — 0 and negative for w* — «. We

conclude that whenever ; :
i > cK/L, there exists a positive solution, and it gives risé to a finite real root w; thatis the

w* *
unique solution of this polynomial in each country.

The degree of the polynomial is country specific, and the solution to any polynomial in
terms of its coefficients is degree-specific. Nevertheless, given the uniqueness of the solution,
we can always express the solution of the polynomial in country 1 as a function of the solution

in country 2: Uf* = %’*/V'
3.1.4 Quantities and prices in autarky

We now characterize the pattern of production in autarky. From the consumer problem:
a fa—H

85 H' (33)
i =p Vh

where p = (2161)/(2202)cPr=F2(1 — ) 1A BRI (1 — Bl P2,
1 2

Since p is invariant across countries and 8> > 81 by assumption, it is sufficient to show
that one country is relatively non-routine labor abundant to prove that under autarky this coun-
try will have relatively high consumption of the good that uses non-routine labor more inten-

sively. Equivalently, we can investigate in which country the relative price of the routine input

(P"/w;)*ishigherinequilibrium (28).
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Weuse (19) to write the relative price of the routine input as a function of parameters and

oftheequilibrium factor priceratio:

o

Wi Fi i Fi

22

(34)



Next, we write the ratio of the relative price in the two countries as a function G(v):

-1

|-
b1k * gl 1-o 1-py e
pm ) Ara; (wy/v) T+ (wy/v)” —
* 1 /Wl G( ) 1 (35)
= V4 = —
R T =
K2 -1 H
) (
Aza“2 w* )— _ 1—a
2 2 I+ UJ; e (122

' o Gl P
WedenoteC = Azalizl/Alaml 1+ (w*) 2 17 -
2 1

2 ar

and take the derivative

of the function with respect to v to get:

U ( .

Mg : * —1—_%%1_ 1-q; 1 -
dG(v W _ . (wy /)
d\(/) =Cc 1+ , 7 1001 o 1- T -
1
(w*/v) ) (
1 01+ wr/ T a1y
N -

0 ) 1 0

The expression in curly brackets captures the two effects that v has on the relative price of
the routine input in the two countries. The positive effect works through the wage: when v
increases, the wage in the high-l country decreases relatively to the wage in the low- country
whereby the routine input becomes relatively more expensive in the high- country. The neg-
ative effect works through the price index: the price of the routine inputis reduced when labor
becomes cheaper. The positive effect always dominates: the derivativeis always positive. Con-
sequently, if we can characterize v as a function of endowments and parameters and identify the
value of v at which the ratio (le/ w1)/ (Pm2/ W) = 1, we can establish the range of endowments
for which the high-j country is non routine labor abundant.

We can learn more about the magnitude of v by computing the partial derivative of the

equilibrium factor price ratio with respect to . We apply the implicit function theorem to F(-)

in (31) whereby:

o(wi/rp)* _ ___ 9dFR()/op (36)
ap oF (-)/o(w/r)*

The partial derivative of Fi(+) with respect to the factor price ratiois negative:
_2 *k - 1_27“ 1

=n

_ " | <0 (37)

_OFi()

c+
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?Wi /r)* Ty 1—p ri of

Itfollowsthatthesignofd(wi/rj)*/dpis determined by the sign of dF(-)/d . Recall that
the effective cost of labor is @i = [wi/(1 — aj)]/[ri/ai]. We get:

AFi(-) 1+0) w *nw (38)

o Q-2 !
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Welearn thatlaboris relatively cheap in the high-pi country when the effective cost of labor
is high (@j > 1). Further, labor is relatively expensive in the high-p country when the effective

costoflaborisrelatively IoDw (wi<1):
a(wi/r)*

U )
L —p— <0, w>1 >0
o a(Wi/ri) . 1= d
dw/ry” dv
ou =>(, wi<l & E<O

Further, wecomputethe derivative of therelative price withrespecttotherelativewage:
—1
" I
AFl Wi
T ri

M 1

d(P™/w;j)*
i =— a 1+

N 2 <0
d(wi/ry) T
*

(39)

Combining this derivative with our previous result on the effect of p on the equilibrium
relative wage delivers the result that the relative price of the routine input is increasing in p

whenever labor is relatively e%)ensive.
d(P™/wi)* & (wi/ri)*

i/t 2 <0 wi<l
dP™/wi)* & (lm)* o =
O IR e =0
S G W ) >
d( /r)
wi i * i

Welearn that the factor cost channel pushes the high-j country to specialize innon-routine
production whenever labor is expensive and to specialize in routine production whenever labor
ischeap. Whenlaborisexpensive, theroutineinputisrelatively expensivein thehigh-p country
becauselaborin this countryisrelatively cheap, and the direct effect of the wage on the relative
price of the routineinput exceeds theindirecteffect through whichlowerlabor costreduces the
price of the routine input. It remains to be shown that (P™/w)* = (P"/w2)* when wj = 1
to 1 2
prove that the low-{1 country is non-routine labor abundant while @j <1 and that the high-p

country becomes non-routine labor abundant when @wj > 1.

3.1.5 Normalization of the CES production function

Klump et al. (2012) explain the rationale behind the normalization of the CES production

function. Here we briefly summarize their argument. The CES is defined as the production
function that possesses the following property: 0 = dIn(K/L)/dIn(F«/F)) is constant. This
definition canbe re-written asasecond-order differential equation of F(K, L). When onesolves
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this second-order differential equation for F, one introduces 2 integration constants which are

fixed by some boundary conditions.
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The key point s that the elasticity of substitution is implicitly defined as a point elasticity,
i.e. itisrelated to a particular point on a particular isoquant. But if the isoquant has to go
through one particular point, the choices of the integration constants will depend on 0. Hence,
the elasticity of substitution is the only structural parameter of the production structure. The
properties of the boundary conditions, e.g. the capital share at the benchmark, will also influ-
ence the other parameters (together with 0).

Comparative statics in 0 that do not adjust the integration constants compare situations
where the isoquants for the initial and the final CES cannot be tangent at the benchmark point
while the definition of 0 requires that they have the same factor proportions and the same
marginal rate of technical substitution at the benchmark point. One could take the full deriva-
tive of 0, incorporating the change in the other parameters explicitly. Alternatively, one can
normalize the CES by making it go through an initial point (with Yo, Ko, Lo and a capital share
mMo) and thus getting rid of all parameters other than 0. The normalization allows focusing on
the structural effect of higher substitutability, e.g. the reduced incidence of decreasing marginal
factor products.®

Wepin down the relationships between wj, v, and factor abundance in the two countries by
normalizing the CES production function. The normalization point is defined by the level of
routine production M, the capital-routine labor ratio K = K/L™ and the marginal rate of substi-
tution @ = Wi/F; = [(1 — a;)/ai] KX~ such that at this point the capital and labor allocation to
routine input production is independent of the substitutability parameter p (Klump et al. (2012);
Klump and De La Grandyville (2000)).

The normalized coefficient on capital ajis:

1
DI (40)

Routine input production at the point of normalization is used to define the normalized

productivity term Aj:
T 1/u
M=A) @) Ku+l-alid' o
A = Ko ﬁ“jll/“ @)
L™ K+w

Wenow reformulate key relationships in terms of deviation from the point of normalization.

15 gisdecreasing in the cross-partial derivative of production with respect to capital and labor.
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Denoting optimal factor allocation in routine input production by k* = K/L™", (16) becomes:
1 !

* *
R, #2)
K

Similarly, the implicit solution of the factor price ratio (30) becomes:
. Cltc Wt Tw
-k Tk @ )

Further, the function F(-) in (31) becomes:

* 1=
FowSul,or =9 e 176 @ kg (44)
—_— + -
i K ! K W K
Itisimmediate from (43) that the equilibrium factor price ratio is independent of | iff
@ = w*. From (42) we have that wj = implies L™ /K =L  whereby v = 1 whenever
w m/K

i i i
optimal factor allocation to routine input production mimicks the allocation at the point of

normalization.

3.1.6 A particular normalization: K =1

There exists one particular normalization of the CES production function for which wj =
le— & at ;Ehe point of normalization. From (40), the effective factor price ratio iE 1wi(u) =
: [wi /@). Choosing K = 1atthe pointofnormalizationentailsai=a=(1+w) ,Ai=A,
and wi = 1 whenever v = 1.1 We plug these values into (43) to pin down the set of choices
for initial endowments that are consistent with this normalization: [/K > (1 + ¢). We obtain
the wage that for a given choice of endowments at the point of normalization equalizes the

o o (I
relative cost of labor in the two countries: wj(L,K;c) =c¢ (L/K) — (1 +c¢) L @.Ttisimme-
diate that the relative price of the routine inputis equalized in the two countries at the point of
normalization (plug the values of @ and A together with ™ = @into (35)).

Wenow investigate how the relative wage changes when factor endowments deviate from

the point of normalization. It is immediate from (43) that a shock to endowments that leaves

relative endowments unchanged (K/L = K/L) leaves the relative wage unchanged and inde-
pendentof 1. Thus, a proportional shock to factorendowmentssituates optimal routine input

production on the ray from the origin to the point of normalization in the K-L plane, with

22



factorallocationand factor pricesindependentof 1.

16 For simplicity, we can alwaysnormalize A= 1by definingeM =" =K.
p Y, y Yy g
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Consequently, we focus on endowment shocks that modify the capital-labor ratio in the
economy relatively to the point of normalization. Without loss of generality, we fix the labor
endowment L = L and consider shocks to the stock of capital: K/= K. As previously, we apply

the implicit function theorem to F(-) in (??) to get:

dwr — _ 9F()/0K - ¢ (45)
K-~ TR (V/ow*
| .

Anincrease (decrease) in the capital stock unambiguously increases (decreases) the relative

wage wi* . Consequently, the relative wage exceeds the relative wage at the point of
normaliza-

tionwhenever the stock of capital exceeds the stock of capital at the point of normalization:

L *
o - -
E _a):>1' K>K
11wt s 7
7}-<1’ K<K

Wehavepreviouslyestablished thattherelative wageisdecreasingin y whenever the effec-

tive costof labor @ * exceeds 1. With thisnormalization, @j = w*/@. Hence, we reformulate
i i

our results in terms of shocks to endowments relatively to the point of normalization:

* . dv
DDgauﬂ_<0, K>K © g“>0
y . dv
%“ﬂ_=0, K=K © g =0
1 dwi K<K © dv

Tosumup, ahigher p dampens the effect of any shock to factorendowments on the equilib-
rium relative wage.!” Thus, if the shock to the stock of capital is positive, labor becomes more

expensivethanatthe pointofnormalizationinboth countries, butlesssoin thehigh-p country:

w<w* <w”.If the shock to the stock of capital is negative, labor becomes less expensive than
12

at the point of normalization in both countries, butless so in the high-p country: > w* > w™.
12

This dampening effect leads the high-{ country to specialize in non-routine production
when labor becomes relatively scarce (through capital deepening) and to specialize in routine
production when labor becomes relatively abundant. Indeed, the relative price of the routine in-
putisincreasing (decreasing)in p whenever the stock of capitalincreases (decreases) relatively

to the point of normalization:

- d(Pim/Wi)* ow* _ B
x L<«p) K<K

d )
d Pim/w._Laa(b:* ) .
o aWr s T 0 .
I ' K>K

i
awi oy >O

17 Any given change in capital intensity leads to a smaller change in the marginal product of labor in the high-pt
country because pisinversely related to the cross-partial derivative of output withrespecttoKand L.
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Thisresult suffices to establish that the high- country is relatively non-routine labor abun-
dant (33) under capital deepening: (La1/S1)* > (Lao/ S5)*.18 The intuition behind this
re-sult is the following. Consider a shock to technology in the low-p country such that g
in-
creases. When [l goes up, the same quantity of inputs delivers more outputin the routine
sector (M1(w2/12) =Mz (w2/1?2). Butlaboris expensive relatively to the cost-minimizing fac-
tor combination in routine production because of the increase in J. Consequently, labor is

released from routine tasks, and thislabor can only be absorbed innon-routine tasks whereby
M1(w*) » M1(w*). The price of labor goes downup to the point where extralabor absorbed
2 1

in production of final goods is just enough to absorb excess labor released from routine input

production. It follows that L?* » L?*. The ambiguity comes from the fact that the release of
1 2

labor from routine input production does not suffice to prove that M* < M*. The high-pi coun-
1 2

try becomes non-routine abundantbecause the direct effect onlabor allocation outweighs the

indirect effect on routine input production: L¥*/M* » L¥*/M*.
11 2 2

3.1.7 Generalization: k /=1

More generally, we can choose any k /= 1 at the point of normalization whereby @wj =
1whenw* = @k* ! and wi/=1at the point of normalization defined by v=1© w* = @.
The . i
distributionand productivity termsarenow country-specific. Weplug these valuesinto (43) to
pindown the set of feasible choices for initial endowments: /K= (1+c)/K. We obtain the

wage thatequalizes the relative wagein the two countries for a given choice of endowments at

|_4
the point of normalization: ax [,K:c)=c (L/K) (1+c)/k 119 5 previously, the relative

price of the routine input is equalized in the two countries at the point of normalization (plug
thevalues of ajand Aj together with w* = winto (35)).

Again, weinvestigatehow therelative wage changes when we deviate from the point of nor-
malization. The derivative of the equilibrium wage with respect to the capital stock is positive

whereby the following relationships continue to hold:

[ *
W - .
E = =1, K=K
w* L
%—&211 K=K
wi % b4
_(:)'_<1' K<K

Further, the sign of d(wi/ri)*/d is still determined by the sign of dFi(-)/dp because

18 This statement is equivalent to saying that the non-routine intensive good is relatively cheap in the high-u
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country: Pi1/Pi2 < P2 /Po2.

19 Equivalently, @ = cK L—(1+c)lm -1

26



OF(-)/dw’ <0. The latter isnow directly determined by the wage relatively to the wage at the

point of normalization:
9Fi(") w*  (1+0) w* T
— — 46
op ~ T4 RQ-w? W 4o
Thus, labor is relatively cheap in the high-u country when the cost of labor increases rela-

tively to the point of normalization. Further, labor is relatively expensive in the high-l country

whenthe costof labodeecreases relatively tothe pointofnormalization:

Hoapt<0. a4 = - - e
« S ap
ow wi v
i =( 4 _ —
i =0, @ =1 K=K & -=0
E 8wH‘ (w* _ 8‘\}
au >0, Tj)_ <1l du

Ahigher p dampens the effect of any shock to factor endowments on the equilibrium relative

wage.2? Thus, ifthe shock tothe stock of capital is positive, labor becomes more expensive than

at the point of normalization in both countries, butless so in the high-p country: O<w* <w™.
12

If the shock to the stock of capital is negative, labor becomes less expensive than at the point of

normalization in both countries, but less so in the high-p country: 0> w* > w™.
1 2

This dampening effect leads the high-| country to specialize in non-routine production
when labor becomes relatively scarce (through capital deepening) and to specialize in routine
production when labor becomes relatively abundant. Indeed, the relative price of the routine in-
putisincreasing (decreasing)in g wheneverthe stock of capital increases (decreases) relatively

to the point of normalization:

0 d(P™/wi)* dw* L
Pm/W| ?(B*
% —d'w"— 0 K=K
d(P" /)" eﬁb‘*
[}

Tosumup, the choice of Khasno 1nc1dence onthemechanismatwork. Tosimplifynotation,

we will henceforth work with the specific case of K = 1.

3.2 Opening up to trade
3.2.1 Theintuition

Opening up to trade amplifies differences in labor allocation to routine and non-routine
tasks that were observed in autarky. The intuitionis the following. Differences in capital-

laborsubstitutability in the two countrieslead toa wedgein the MPL/MPKratioin the autarky

20 Any given change in capital intensity leads to a smaller change in the marginal product of labor in the high-ft
country because [ isinversely related to the cross-partial derivative of output with respecttoKand L.
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equilibrium which leads to a wedge in the relative autarky price of the two final goods. When
the relative wage increases, the cost of labor allocated to non-routine tasks increases by more
than the cost of the routine input because the latter uses both capital and labor. Consequently,
the final good that requires more labor in non-routine tasks is relatively cheap in the country
with therelativelylow MPL/MPKratio.

Trade equalizes the relative price of the two final goods by increasing the relative price of
the good that was relatively cheap in autarky. The MPL/MPK ratio decreases in the country
where it was relatively high, and it increases in the country where it was relatively low. The
capitalendowmentis fixed by assumption. It follows that the only way toreduce (increase) the
MPL/MPK ratiois to movelabor into (out of) routine input production. Thus, the country that
had arelatively high MPL/MPK ratio and, consequently, a relatively low price of the routine-
intensive good, allocatesmorelabortoroutineinput production. Atthe same time, the country

thathad arelativelylow MPL/MPKratioallocatesmorelabortonon-routinetasks.

3.2.2 Theillustration

The price of the final good is:

1-B
Pg=_ Vi ’ I:’imﬁg_s
Zg - g

9 9

Wereplace P{" by its value and rearrange the expression to get:

o Ba o Wi (_ 1 _Bg(l__“i)
~By (w- _ I
a 1+ ! 1-uj 1—aj 1—pj
i Wi 1 i i
Pig - WI Yol ,I; 4 f{
APozgB o T=B ) Fs
g g
The relative price of the two final goodss:
B> 1-B2
BI%__ 55 2232 (1—p2) ( _ ( (Bi=Ba)1=pp)
- 1=\ B-B -4 5
21331(1_'31)1—310 Hi wi 2 AiBl_'BZ 14 Wi Tgui 1=ai  1-;
1 i ri ri aj

To simplify the expression, we use the normalization K = 1 whereby Aj =1 and aj = (1+ @)

and further group all the country-invariant terms under the constant B. We have:

H ( I (1) DIBZ_Bl
P B _ [ — [
o B(1+ w)% Wi 1+ wi @ - M
Pi2 0 @ 0
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Introducing wj into square brackets we get:

Pil _ " | (B2=B7)A—p)
= B(l + UJ) ELL%SZ w1_—LH| + (Dl_—lpi Hi

Pi2 i
The derivative of the relative price wrt the relative wage wij is positive if good 1 is non-routine

abundant(B1 <f2). Next, consider therelative price ofthetwofinal goodsfor thetwocountries:

(W1 =)y —B1) K1 1 Br=Byi-my) Ho 1 B1=B-1p)
P11/P12 (1 i (I)) - — H2
= H1H L= ~1— —H l—
Py /Poy wh M+ @i-m W22+ @ik
Weuse wy/ w1 = vtowrite:
ﬂ,_ll—_u;)jﬁg—_ﬁl) _q _1 (BZ_Bl)(l_Hl) " _1 fﬁl‘_ﬁ;)(l_lﬁ_zi
P11/P12 N . H2
=(1+wW) ww 1- ~ - ~
wy/v)1— 1- ) 1-
|:>21/|:>22 ( 2 ) + Wl M le + Wl

The above expression illustrates that any change in the relative price ratio can be studied as a
function of the wedge in the relative wage of country 2 and country 1. It isimmediate that the
relative price of thenon-routineintensive good is decreasingin v.

Suppose v > 1 in autarky. To equate the relative price of the non-routine intensive good
in both countries, v must be reduced whereby w; must go up. The latter can only occur if we
move labor out of routine input production in country 1. Hence, country 1 specializes in the
non-routine intensive good when the relative autarky price of this good is lower in country 1.
Suppose v <1inautarky. Toequate the relative price of the non-routine intensive good in both
countries, vV must increase whereby w»> must go up. The latter can only occur if we move labor
out of routine input production in country 2. Hence, country 2 specializes in the non-routine

intensive good when the relative autarky price of this good islowerin country 2.

3.2.3 Free Trade Equilibrium

The free trade equilibrium is a vector of allocations for consumers (Qig ,1,d=1,2), allo-
cations for the firm (Kig, If-ré“, I:%, I\7Iig ,1,0=1,2), and prices (Wi, fi, |:’5ni1, |:’Sg ,1,0=1,2) such
that given prices consumer’s allocation maximizes utility, and firms’ allocations solve the cost

minimization problem in each country, goods and factor markets clear: }; Qig = \?ig ,0=1,2;
SoKig=K,i=1,2;34[8 +[M =L,i=1,2; 3gMig = Mi,i =1,2.
ig ig
Whenever both final goods are produced in both countries, firms” allocations satisfy:
ByPyzg M_B ol Lal=h — P™and (1 —Bg)Pyzg MBQ_La ~Ps = w;. Further, from the ZPC, the price

ig ig i g i
ofeach final good ineach countryisPig = Pm'égwilg_ﬁgl ZwhereZ = Zg,BB %(1-p )1 =By, Prices
i g g
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areequalized throughtrade whereby: (P™/ PMBs = (wp/w1)1 ~Ps. Wesolve for P"/PMin one
1 2

1 2
sector and plug the solution in the expression for the other sector to get:
1-6 18
T
Wp B2 W et By /=B & wp = Wy (47)
W1 W1

Asin the canonical HO model, tradeleads to factor price equalization: the cost of labor and
the cost of the routine input are equalized through trade. The feature specific to our model is
thatin general openingup totradedoesnotresultincapital costequalization. Tosee why, recall

that flrms cost minimization in routjne input production delivers (20). Given FPE, we have:

PM=A"1@% 7% 4 (1—@)%w! ™% 1. Weuse the normalization & = 1 whereby A = 1
i i i

andai=(1+®@) to simplify this expression and to solve for rj in each country:
[J

1

|1
= (1+@)7P™ =% — @ow!~ot 1=

Uy = f(l + @)%2pm—o2 — (I)"Zwl“’2ll“’2

The two expressions only differ by pwhereby in general r1 /= r».2! Below we show that

r=ryiff w/ry =w/r, = @
Weconnect the equilibrium relative price of the routine input and of labor to the allocation
of resources to routine and non-routine tasks. Firm cost minimization in final goods” production

deliversfBqyPyzg M'Bg(L"")1 Bg—PmM.gand(l By)Pyzg M'Bg(La)1 By —wLa, Rearrangmgthese

two expressions and summing across countries delivers:

U
D Pngg = Plig/Bg A4 Z|Y|g = qﬁq ZI Mlg
Pngg =wL?/(1— Bg) < iYig = vooyLe
ig Py(1—Bg) ig

First order conditions of the consumer problem in each country give:

]
J'6, = APIQi
- 6, = APQi

Summing the FOCs foreach good in the two countries gives: 8g/A1 + 63/A2 = Py(3i Qig).

From goods’ market clearing >'i Qig = Y'i Yig. Plugging in the two expressions of }';Yig we get:

[
pm m 1 M* *

||V|| < 2 0y =P i Mi i g
E.A.g— ¥9-§+Z zi P BeliP S EpS E.Ag@% Sa(d

2 Expressionsare more cumbersomeifthe generalnormalizationk /= lisused, but the conclusionisunchanged.
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Combining the above expressions delivers:
Lax +Lax m
12 - P (48)
1tM, w
M * *)
Notice that the expression on the RHS can be written in two ways, depending on whether
we use the expression of the price index in country 1 or in country 2. Replacing P™ by its value

ineach of the two countries gives:

Al al—lpl W 1R 4 (1 a )1tp1 =A"1 al—pz ﬂ +(1 a )1tp2 2
1 1 r 1 2 2 - 2
We use thenormalizationk = 1 whereby Aj =1and a;j = (1 + @) to get:

_1- _1-
: and - i Sne
Wy ! _ ~ W IH
A+@ = gm = @rar T (49)
2

Itis easy to check that setting w/r1 = w/r, = @ solves(49). Asexpected, at the point of
normalization, resource allocation and equilibrium relative factor prices are the same in both
countries. In all other cases we can solve for the equilibrium factor price ratio in one country as

afunction of the factor price ratio in the other country:

] 1=y
1 (1—Hp) —
= Mo =K1 # — (= . Hm
Yo QA+ W i
r . +(Z)1_“2 W
1 r2 E
ED _ o1-1 = ‘711_1
% oy-01 w 9271 oy 27! H
Eh g ra)="  —  +a@ o @ (50)
r
1=
- Ho(1—pq) —
= H1 =M # — =R P =
= (1+ @)= W ~1-
r - + Wi-H W
2 [ r 8
» 01-0p w o1—1 o1 o1-1 E
w*_ ~ =1 3 .
2-@(1+w) o1 — +@ —Wao, . (51)
I

Next, we work with the LHS of (48). We use firm cost minimization in routine input pro-
ductiontogether with factor market clearing torewritethe LHS as afunction of the equilibrium

factorpriceratioand factorendowments. Capital market clearing (see 73) delivers:
1 1 1/
: — L —_ a 1-
M* 1/p * Ty i
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Labor market clearing delivers L* = L— L™* while cost minimization in routine input pro-
| |

duction and the total capital stock determine labor allocation to routine tasks:
1

L™ (MY = (wh)—— l_a W (53)

1-p 1 7
i i i .
aj

We simplify (52) and (53) with the normalization K = 1 and rearrange to get:

L (afl* g (O =2
ax ax R — — W Ik
]n*+ Lz* — ( K 1@1/ w C _ l’l VAT (54)
h+M, R (. =1 " 1 C. 1 7
(1+w)H (1;*' Wy +(1+ @)™ }U‘jj W
1 @ 2w

Wesolvefor the priceratioineach country by plugging the expressions for the LHS and the
RHS into (48) and plugging the expression of the factor price ratio as a function of the factor
b L
price ratio in the other country. To simplify notation, we define Qj = (@ ™)'+ + @' .

For the high-{ country we get:

-1
_ -1~ ~ - (1-pp)
__(w* W [—(1+w) lll llz Q“Z _U » 1 i:o2

1 1-pp p1(1—pp) 1 2 1=

=) Ho(—pp) il
-1 C . - ~(-py) - My =4y EEE

1 — ~N\ . 4 N —
1+@0)m 1+ w* = H1 +(1+w)u1(1—uz)Q“f(l H2) 1+ @ma-m QYA — @ik

1 —(1-yy)
= C(l + (I)) H1 Ql H

For the low-l country we get:

- -1 ~ ~ - (1=po)
_—(w* — W l—(1+w) u2 “1 Qlll _ll% B 1 T

—_ w [
2 1—up 2
W
2 1-mp Hp(1—pyp) 2 1 1=
— =) - Al
-1 I — —(1- = - 1
-1 (_w* o (1=pp) Hy—Hq 1

1 _ o —— _ -
A+@)e 1+w* 2 * +0+@ri-wi" s (14 @ret-r QM — @i

1 —(1-pp)
- C(l + (I)) H2 Qz v

Rearranging and simplifying this expression, the implicit solution for the high-l country is:

. c(1+ W)

33
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*
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l'ij_
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Rearranging and simplifying this expression, the implicit solution for the low-l country is:

ey M) 1
|__ o C(1 =+ w) po(1—pq) Qﬁlz(l—ul) + @ -1
1 w L
Crn' ™
— +(C+ — =0
. — 2 ~ — a1 =
FZ(UJL I"llv I"l2s ch) =C w ZK + Mo —Hq u1(1—pp) !

(w*)~ T

(1 +(I))p2(1_“1)9§12(1—l11) -0 -

The first two terms replicate the analogous expression for the autarky equilibrium (31) while
the third term now takes into account factor endowments in both countries. The fourth termis
specificto the FTE:itaccounts for the differencein capital-labor substitutability.

We can rewrite these expressions as a function of g. In the high-0 country we get:

B% ;1_1 o111 o
Fl('):C(UJ*)_l'i‘(C'i‘ wl* —01_2 r n C(1+(U) (UJl) + W + W _:0
1) o _
! w K a-o f lox-1 2
(1 + (I)) op-1 ((Ul*)al_l +w o1-1 — (o2
01
In the low-0 country we get:
I
ALk 1%l o
L c(1+ w) (w>) +@ +@
R()=c@) ™ +(c+ G* — o =0
ﬁ ? _ZK + a-0 f o1 o1
W

1)
A+@) 27 (WH2 1+ D o1—gm
02

4 Estimation

Ourmodel predicts thatlow-0 countries exportrelatively morein routineintensive sectors.
Inthissectionweshow thatroutineintensityisastrong predictorofthe patternoftrade. Wealso
connect the routine intensity of exports to country characteristics that may correlate with the in-
stitutional efficiency with which countriesreallocate laboracrosstasks, i.e. with themagnitude
of adjustment costs incurred by firms and workers in this process.

Wedocument that countries with more flexible labor markets and higher workforce ability
have a comparative advantage in sectors that use nonroutine labor more intensively. These find-

ings motivate the microfoundations for country-level differences in the elasticity of substitution
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between capitalandlaborinroutinetasksthat we developinthefinal section of the paper.
Ourempiricalstrategy followsthe two-stepapproach of Costinot (2009). In thefirststep, we

retrieve the pattern of comparative advantage on the routine dimension and report the ranking

of countries with respect to the routine intensity of their exports. In the second step, we regress

the obtained ranking on country characteristics that may correlate with the efficiency of labor
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reallocation across tasks. We thus identify the institutional characteristics that contribute to
determine the routine intensity of exports, namely the stringency of employment protection

legislation (EPL) and the quality of theeducational system.

4.1 Data sources

Wework with bilateral sectoral trade data at the HS 2-digit level. Our sample covers the 19
biggest exporters i and the 34 biggest importers j in 2000-2006.

The key sectoral characteristic of interest for our exercise is the intensity with which the
sector uses the routine tasks (parameter B4 of the model). We construct a proxy for the sectoral
variation in By that we denote rg by matching the ranking of routine intensity constructed by
Autor et al. (2003) for 140 U.S. census industries to the HS 2-digit classification. The ranking
of Autoretal. (2003)isbased on the weighted average of the routine intensity of occupationsin
eachindustry, with the weights givenby the employment shares of occupationsin theindustry
in1977. Weexpectthisrankingto capture the technological features that determine the routine
intensity of the industry because the data on employment used to construct the ranking pre-dates

the recent process of automation through computerization.”

We consider several dimensions of country-level endowments lj that may help to explain
specialization in routine intensive goods (or, equivalently, lower capital-labor substitutability
in routine production). We follow the labor literature in evaluating the role of labor market
institutions, namely the stringency of EPL and the unionization rate.”> We follow Costinot

(2009) in evaluating the role of institutional quality with the ‘rule of law’ index.?*

We also evaluate the role of behavioral norms of the workforce with help of the “ability to
perform’ and the ‘internal mobility” variables. As explained in Costinot (2009), the formerisa
syntheticindex of worker attributes developed by the Business Environment Risk Intelligence
(B.E.R.I)S.A. that combines work ethic, the quality of human capital, and physical character-
istics such as healthiness. The latter is computed as the fraction of the population residingina

differentregion than their place of birth and isarather coarse measure of workforce mobility.

22 Asshownby Autoretal.(2003), routineintensiveindustriesreplaced labor moreintensively withmachinesand
increased by more their demand for nonroutine labor. As the ranking of routine intensity is based on effective
employment shares, it is sensitive to more intensive automation in routine intensive industries.

2 Data on EPL stringency is taken from the OECD. The rate of unionization corresponds to the fraction of the
workforce affiliated to a trade union.

24 The most recent data: http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index. We use the ranking in the mid-2000s.
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4.2 Results

In the first step we regress the log of bilateral sectoral exports Xgijt on pair fixed effects 7j,

destination-sector fixed effects 7gj and the interaction between the ranking of sectoral routine-

ness g and exporter fixed effects ;.2
InXgijt = Tij + Tgj + Virg + &gijt (55)

The comparative advantage in the routine dimension is captured by the ranking of yi: high
¥i’s pick up higher exports in high-rg sectors. Table 5 reports our results for the sample of the
19biggest world exportersin col. 3and for 25 European countriesincol. 5. Wemarkinitalic
the countries specialized in routine-intensive sectors - such as Italy or Portugal - and in italic
those specialized innonroutine intensive sectors - such as Germany or Sweden. Routineness s
astrong predictor of specialization evenfor countries atasimilarlevel of development.

Inthe second step we regress the estimated ranking of exports’ routineness yjoneach of the

institutional dimensions ;.
Inyi = 8o+ 01li+¢ (56)

The coefficient of interest is 61 which we expect to be negative for the normative and the
institutional quality dimensions but positive for the stringency of EPL. The coefficient on the
unionization rate is more difficult to sign. It is expected to be negative if higher unionization
maps into low bargaining frictions but positive if higher unionization maps into high worker
bargaining power.

Our results for the second step are reported in Table 6. The most important variable that
singlehandedly explains 68% of the variationin the yi ranking is workforce ability. The second
relevant variable is the rule of law that explains about 30% of the variation. Weinterpret these
results as indicating that normative and behavioral dimensions likely contribute to determine
both the magnitude of bargaining frictions and the level of general human capital that in turn
determines the magnitude of adjustment costs on the side of the worker.

Labor market institutions do not help to explain the routine intensity of exports in our global
sample. However, they do contribute to determining differences in the specialization of Euro-
pean countries. Ourresults suggest thathigher costs of labor adjustment on the firmside, such

as firing and hiring costs, lead to specialization of the country in more routine intensive sectors.

2 The analogus equation in Costinot (2009) is (15).
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Table 5: The estimated routine intensity of exports (Vi)

Rank | Main exporters | coef in 2000-2006 | within Europe coef in 2000-2006
1 Thailand 6.62%** Lithuania 6.12%**
2 Italy 3.57** Latvia 3.84**
3 Canada 3.40* Greece 3.83**
4 China 2.59 Portugal 3.37*%
5 Spain 2.45%** Romania 3.13*
6 Malaysia 1.26 Cyprus 2.79%
7 Austria 42 Bulgaria 2.64%*
8 France .20 Italy 2.55%*
9 Mexico 17 Denmark 2.41
10 Netherlands -.19 Malta 2.12
11 USA -.63 Spain 1.41%*
12 South Korea -71 Poland 31
13 UK -1.20%*% Hungary -.33
14 Belgium -1.51 Slovakia -.85
15 Singapore -2.02%** France -91
16 Sweden -2.92%%* Slovenia -.99
17 Germany -3.07%** Austria -1.21
18 Switzerland -3.19%** Netherlands -1.32
19 Japan -5.45%%* Czech Republic -1.38
20 Belgium-Luxembourg -1.71%*
21 Germany -1.73%**
22 UK -2.39%**
23 Ireland -2.77
24 Sweden -4.18%**
25 Finland -7.09%**

Further, the rate of unionization appears to capture lower bargaining frictions and, possibly,
lower coordination costs associated to labor reallocation across tasks.

These results motivate our approach to microfounding our baseline model. In the next sec-
tion we seek to pin down the institutional and normative sources of o-variation across countries.
We show that institutions and behavioral norms that help to reduce the cost of labor reallocation
lead to higher capital intensity in routine tasks, a relatively low cost of nonroutine labor, and a

comparative advantage in nonroutine intensive sectors.
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Table 6: Institutional determinants of specialization in routine intensive sectors

Characteristic Global Global Within EU Within EU
unweighted weighted unweighted weighted
Ability to perform -0.827%** -0.775%** -0.666** -0.634**
(6.06) (5.06) (2.36) (2.17)
Internal migration -0.300 -0.330 -0.086 -0.131
(1.04) (1.16) (0.35) (0.53)
Rule of law -0.543*** -0.563*** -0.585** -0.605**
(2.67) (2.81) (3.46) (3.64)
Unionization rate -0.127 -0.131 -0.404* -0.402*%
(0.46) (0.48) (1.82) (1.81)
Strictness of EPL 0.306 0.290 0.383* 0.338%
(1.29) (1.21) (1.81) (1.56)
Max. observations 19 19 25 25

Note: we report standardized beta coefficients which measure effects in standard errors and t-statistics in brackets.
Note: weightistheinverseof the standard error of the first stage regression used to get the dependent variable.
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5 Microfoundation of variation in K-L substitutability

In this section we show that institutional characteristics that predict countries’ specializa-
tion according to the sectoral ranking of routine intensity can effectively lead to differences
in perceived capital-labor substitutability in routine production that we posited in our baseline
model. Westartby reporting the main findings of the recent literature on the linkages between
theinstitutional characteristics of thelabor market and the adjustment of the economy tostruc-
tural change. Wethen summarize our approach to microfounding differencesin capital-labor

substitutability across countries.

5.1 Labor market institutions and adjustment to structural change

Animportantstream of therecentlabor literature documents that adjustment costs associ-
ated to the reallocation of workers across occupations are non-negligible for the median worker
and strongly heterogeneous across workers. Dix-Carneiro (2014) finds that the median cost of
switching jobs for Brazilian workers amounts to 1.4-2.7 times the average annual wage. Dix-
Carneiro (2014) shows that cost variability across workers is attributable to skills, age, initial
specialization, and experience accumulated in the job. For the U.S. market, Autor et al. (2014)
find that adjustment costs may be prohibitively high for theless skilled and the less young and
lead to their permanent exit from the labor force.”

A key insight of this literature is that the cost of switching occupations is not fully deter-
mined by the cost of looking for ajob or of moving toanewlocation. Rather, thebulk of the
adjustment costis attributable to theloss of firm- or occupation-specifichuman capital. Work-
ing with (respectively) Brazilian and U.S. data, Dix-Carneiro (2014) and Autor et al. (2014)
explain the positive relationship between the magnitude of the adjustment cost and the distance
from the initial to the final occupations by the loss of non-transferable human capital. For the
Danish market, Ashournia (2015) documents that the loss of industry-specific human capital
constitutes a substantial fraction of reallocation costs.

Although we acknowledge the importance of adjustment cost variability across workers,

our focus is on institutional characteristics that determine the country-specific component of

adjustment costs common to all workers. Specifically, we seek to quantify the contribution

26 The seminal paper by Artug et al. (2010) reports higher median costs but has a coarser approach to capturing
differences in worker characteristics.

%7 Pierce and Schott (2016) report that 1/3 of workers who lost employment in U.S. manufacturing as a conse-
quenceofimport competitionfrom Chinatransitiontoinactivity while1/3switchestoservices.
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of institutional determinants of reallocation costs to the pattern of trade. We put forward two
candidate institutional characteristics which may result in different average levels of transferable
skillsin the labor force and, subsequently, different per worker magnitudes of retraining costs:
the quality of theeducational system and the flexibility oflabor marketinstitutions (LMISs).

Itisimmediate thataless efficienteducational system may resultin alower level of general
human capital. Asshownby Wasmer (2006), stringentlabor marketregulationsmay alsoresult
inalowerlevel of generalhuman capital. Stringent LMIs are captured throughhigh firing costs
in Wasmer (2006). Their direct effectis to increase the cost of labor adjustment on the firm
sideand toreduce the separation rate in the economy. The increase in the expected duration of
employment gives an incentive to workers to accumulate specific human capital endogenously
increasing the cost of switching occupations on the worker side. This indirect effect leads to
relatively high retraining costs and low job turnover.

Several papers put forward that stringent LMIs reduce the speed of adjustment of the econ-
omy to structural change. Wasmer (2006) demonstrates that economies with rigid LMIs perform
relatively better in the steady state because workers are more productive in theirjobs but have
prolonged and costly transition periods. Kambourov (2009) shows that high firing costs slow
down the process of worker reallocation to comparative advantage activities in an economy that
opensup to trade and resultin a sizeable reduction of the gains from trade.” Artugetal. (2015)
estimate the magnitude of switching costs for workers in a set of countries and document that
countries with relatively high switching costs adjust more slowly to trade shocks.

Several other papers argue that LMIs co-determine the pattern of specialization. Tang (2012)
derives the comparative advantage implications of reinforced worker incentives to accumulate
firm-specific human capital.? Tang (2012)'s model predicts that stringent LMIs confer a com-
parative advantage in sectors that require intensive use of specific human capital. Tang (2012)
measures the sectoral intensity of specific human capital use by estimating the sectoral return to
tenure. Connecting the pattern of trade to the obtained sectoral ranking, Tang (2012) finds that
countries with rigid LMIs export more in sectors with higher returns to tenure.

Evenclosertoour research focusare the papersby Cufiatand Melitz (2012) and Bartelsman
etal. (2016) who look at the impact of stringent LMIs from the perspective of the firm. Cunat
and Melitz (2012) show thathigher costs oflabor adjustment confer arelative costdisadvantage

involatilesectors, with volatility defined in terms of the variance of firm-specific productivity

2 Cogar (2013) finds that active (passive) labor market policies speed up (slow down) labor reallocation.
¥ Acharyaetal. (2013) argues that higher EPL induces workers to engage in higher risk innovative projects.
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shocks.® Bartelsman et al. (2016) connect the stringency of LMIs to reduced incentives to in-
vest in risky technology by showing that EPL is akin to a distortive tax on risky investment.>!
The authors show thatindustries characterized by a greater degree of dispersion in labor pro-
ductivity are also characterized by more intensive ICT usage and argue that the recent process
of technological change through innovations in ICT corresponded to such high-risk high-return
technology. Consistently with the predictions of the model, Bartelsman et al. (2016) document

that countries with more stringent labor marketregulationsadopted ICT lessintensively in the

mid-1990s and specialized in less ICT-intensive industries.

5.2 o is reconductible to the magnitude of labor adjustment costs

Opverall, the literature summarized in the previous subsection suggests there is a linkage
between labour market institutions, the set of skills that workers choose to acquire, the type
of investment that firms choose to implement, and the equilibrium allocation of resources to
different sectors of the economy. Our contribution to this line of work consists in explicitly
connecting the level of labor adjustment costs to the magnitude of the parameter that captures
capital-labor substitutability in the canonical CES production function.

Consider the definition of capital-labor substitutability: 0 captures the percentage increase
in the capital-labor ratio that follows a one percentincrease in the relative cost of labor. We
put forward that there may be a country-specific wedge between the underlying technological
parameter common to all countries that captures how firms would adjust the capital-labor ratio
in the absence of labor adjustment costs and the measured capital-labor substitutability that
captures how firms effectively adjust the capital-labor ratio. A given shock to the relative price
of labor translates into a smaller change of the capital-labor ratio when there is a cost for the
firm of adjusting the labor input. Countries characterized by relatively high labor adjustment
costs have arelatively low sensitivity to changes in the relative cost of labor.

Theline of argumentis as follows. Westart from the production functionin Autoretal.
(2003) (section 2). Capital and routine labor are perfect substitutes while capital and abstract
labor are imperfect substitutes. Thejustification for perfect substitutability in the routine tasks
is that once the machine exists, both labor and the machine have the capability to accomplish
theroutine task (example: count coins), but their efficiency in the task may differ.

We consider some initial allocation of labor to routine and non-routine tasks for some initial

% Cunatand Melitz (2012) proxy sectoral volatility with the standard deviation of firm-specific growthrates.
31 EPL increases the cost of downsizing (exit) and reduces the expected return to investment in risky technology.
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stateof technology. Wethen compute the changeinthelaborinputintheroutinetask thattakes

place following a positive shock to the efficiency of capital while keeping wages fixed.

The full effect of the technological shock would be to get rid of all labor in the routine task
iflabor productivity were the same for all units employed in the routine task and there were no
adjustment costs incurred by the firm in laying off workers. In reality, the effect of this techno-
logical shock on the capital-labor ratio in routine production will be reduced because of labor
adjustment costs incurred by the firm such as severance payments. The labor input is reduced by
less because each unit of labor replaced with capital is associated to a severance payment, and
these payments are likely to be a convex function of the number of laid-off workers. Severance
payments increase the effective cost of the more efficient capital and reduce the sensitivity of

the capital-laborratio to changesin therelative factor price.

Measured capital-labor substitutability is decreasing in the degree of convexity of the sever-
ance payment function. An intuitive way of justifying the convexity of the severance payment
functionisto consider that workersare heterogeneousin theretraining costsrequired toreallo-
cate them from the routine to the noroutine tasks. As more workers are laid off, the retraining
cost per worker is increasing at an increasing speed. Thus, technological upgrading shifts labor
out of a subset of routine tasks but labor eviction from such tasks is gradual because routine
workers differ in the amount of training they require to perform the nonroutine task, and the
institutional set-up that defines which agents bear this retraining cost determines the magnitude

oflabormarket frictions thatslow down the process of labor reallocation.

The final building block is to spell out how countries differ. One simple way of generating
differences in the convexity of the retraining cost function is to consider intrinsic differences in
the quality of schooling. Countries with higher level and lower variance of initially acquired
human capital will have lower level and variance of re-training needs. Another way of gener-
ating differencesinlabor adjustment costs across countries is to consider that certain countries
provide more generous financial support to employers who bear the re-training costs. In the lat-
ter case, even if the underlying convexity of the retraining cost function is common to the two
countries, the effective convexity is lower in the country in which the government participates

in retraining more intensively.

39



6 Conclusion

In this paper, we pin down a new mechanism behind comparative advantage by pointing out
thatcountriesmay differin theirability toadjustto technological change.

Wetake stock of the pattern extensively documented in the labor literature whereby more
efficient machines displace workers from codifiable (routine) tasks. Our hypothesis is that labor
reallocation across tasks is subject to frictions and that these frictions are country-specific. We
incorporate task routineness into a canonical 2-by-2-by-2 Heckscher-Ohlin model. The key
feature of our model is that factor endowments are determined by the equilibrium allocation
of labor to routine and non routine tasks. Our model predicts that countries which facilitate
labor reallocation across tasks become relatively abundant in non routine labor and specialize
in goods that use non routine labor more intensively.

Wedocument that the ranking of countries with respect to the routine intensity of their ex-
ports is strongly connected to two institutional aspects: labor market institutions and behavioral
norms in the workplace. We proceed to develop microfoundations (in a non-formal way) which
help to explain why the parameter that captures capital-labour substitutability and is generally
perceived as an exogenous characteristic of the production technology may in fact be deter-
mined by the institutional environment.

Specifically, we show that any type of institutional characteristic which increases the cost
of adjusting the labour input - such as the rigidity of labour market institutions or the lack of
efficiency of the public administration in implementing active labour market policies - may
increase the shadow cost of switching to more productive capital. Any given change in the
relativecostoflabourwillresultinasmaller changeintherelativecapital-labourratioinroutine
production in a highly frictional environment and result in a lower perceived capital-labour
substitutability in routine production.

Our results pin down a new linkage between institutions and the pattern of trade while
showing that specific institutional characteristics facilitate the adjustment of the economy to the
process of structural change. Our results have strong policy implications because they illustrate
that governments have a key role to play in ensuring that the process of labour reallocation
from tasks that are substitutable with machines to tasks that are complementary with machines
proceeds quickly and smoothly. Indeed, workers are shown tobenefit relatively more from the
process of technological change and from trade integration in institutional environments that

succeedinreducingthe costs oflabourreallocationacrosstasks.
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Appendices

A Characterization of the average cost function
A.1 AC minimization is the only solution to the macro problem

We can show that the choice of routine input production at which the average cost function
is minimized provides the unique solution to the inner and outer problem defined in sec.3.1.
Tosee this, consider any point on the marginal cost function (8) in choosing the quantity of
theroutine input Mj. The FOC for the inner problem s MC?n = Pn;. Further, we know from
the outer problem that (28) must hold. Hence, we combine (8) and (28), simplify the resulting
expression forwjand Mj, and use ¢ = >, 6n(1 — Bn)/Y.n6nBn to get the firstexpression fortotal

labor allocated to non-routine tasks:

- i ( i - 11—7H|

= c—a)” & Mi BT M F_gRy w (57)
A A;

| &

Labor market clearing together with the production technology for the routine input (6)

provides the second expression for total labor allocated to non-routine tasks:

1

L2 ) m ) B ﬁ( M Hi —Uilui
i=L-Li=L-(1—-a) A Ok (58)
Combining these two expressions gives:
i G w T . oo Lo
[—(1—a) vt M u—aiK“'lui =c(1—q) - Mi " Mi " —aiKH % (59)
Aj Aj Aj
11( Hi 1L
Rearrangingtofactorout(l— a;) *i M'AT —aiKM M gives:
O G w -
_ _ _ 1+ M T
L = 1-a) w € M M — kML, 1+ O A 0 (60)
i ( i e U
Ai Wi 3 _a'Klli
Rearranging the term in square brackets gives:
11y |
_ a e T i
L = (1—a) “ ™ —aiKM (1+c) w —aKW (61)
I
Ai

The above expression indicates that for any given choice of endowments {L,K} and pa-
rameters { lj, C, 0, Aj }, there is a unique choice of routine input production that verifies FOCs
for the inner and outer problems simultaneously. We have shown in 3.1.3 that routine input

43



production M* that verifiesaverage costminimizationis compatible with any feasible choice of

parameters and endowments. It followsthatM* must verify (61). Wecan confirm this assertion

by plugging (15) into (61):

Hi 21 1 _u 1
Hi —
_ _1r _ \I% e 1;. 1—4j (1+c) T i 1;. 1—4j
L = (Q—a) “aKH ' : :
Simplifying and rearranging gives:
_ 1

Wik = (1+¢) wi o owi/(d-a) W -1 (62)

— 1+

riK ri ri/a;

Weplug the value of the effectivelabor cost (43) into (62) and find that the LHS and the
RHS are indeed equal:

wik Wil i q40-1 (63)

riK riK

Consequently, Mi* in (15) constitutes the unique solution to the inner and outer problems.
Weexpect to obtain the same solution if we solve the firm problem instead of the macro prob-
lem. Theidea behind the proof is the following: there is a unique solution of the relative factor
price for any given set of parameters that satisfies inner and outer cost minimization. As the pro-
duction function is CRS, it must be the case that the ratio K/L™* remains unchanged if we
split production among N firms rather than concentrate it within a unique firm N(K
/N)/(L™*/N). Further, it must be the case that for any given factor price ratio wi/r;, routine
labor and capital are combined in the same way in routine input production in both sectors.

Consequently, the solution of the firm problem and of the macro problem must coincide.

A.2 MC and AC curvature

The impact of differences in capital-routine labor substitutability on resource allocation can
be better understood by examining the curvature and the relative position of the MC and AC

functions.
1

The marginal cost of productionis 0 when M; < Aia" K = Mmin since no labor is used in

productionuptothat point. Themarginal costfunctionis everywhereincreasing for Mj = Mpjn:

dMCT() B S M, A
M - wi (1 =) —ai) ¥ a; It M i Wi
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>0
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_1 i
Wedenote j=wi(1—m)(1—ai) ¥aj KE g . The second derivative of the marginal cost

function is:

|1—3L1i 1

d>MC(-) s M M i —(C -1 M; M
i - Hi i L 2l V13 Yo 11 il (IS U 1) I
dMi2 jMI A aiK Mi) Qi Hi A

The sign of the second derivative is determined by the sign of the expression in the curly

brackets. The marginal cost function is convex aslong as:
1

o M 0w 1
C-wakh>1+w) M T e m< 2oH W) g (64)
Aj 1+

The marginal cost functionis convex at the intersection with the AC curve whenever:

ME e lma ey M 2o
- == Hi
L= A < Q-
i =Aigg K 1+ ri ai S 14w Aig; K
Hi j
s Ty . Iwi .
i 1o < 2H (65)
ri aj 1+ M

There are three possible cases. If [j = .5, the expression on the RHS is smaller than one,
whereby the marginal cost curve always becomes concave before or at the intersection with
the average cost curve. Second, for any I, the marginal cost curve becomes concave before
the intersection with the average cost curve if the relative wage is sufficiently high (wi/r;) >
i, 1/—-plf none of the above holds, then it could be the case that the marginal cost function
isstill convex at the intersection with the AC curve.

Wealso characterize the curvature of the AC function:

8 1 I I
d’AC() _ ¢ “wi1-a) haiKy (qu) i —aiKii W —riK
dvp2  d(Mi) . M 0 (66)
1 ( Mi |1—2_ui Uil
wi(l—ap) waikh M —aik " 2aRH - (1 + ) o +2riK

M3

A sufficient condition for the convexity of the AC functionis:

- Mi o
20 KM 2 (1+w) ' © Mi< o5 waghR
A 1+ i I
1
Itisimmediate that the inflexion point of the AC function alwayslies to the right of the
inflexion point for the MC function. Further, it can be shown that the numerator of (66) is

always positive at M* whereby it follows that the inflexion point of the AC curve is situated

intheincreasing portion of the ACfunction.
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A.3 Relative position of AC and MC curves

The marginal cost function is equal to the average cost function when Mj = M*. Given
MC™(Mmin) < AC™(Mpin) together with dMC™(-)/dM; > 0 and dAC™(-)/dM; < 0 for M; €
1 1 I 1

[Mmin, M*], the marginal cost function is below the average cost function for Mj € [Mpin, M*].
| |

Itremainstobe shownthatthe marginal costfunctioniseverywhereabovethe average cost

function for Mj >M T Both functions are increasing in this range.

MC(M;) > AC(M)) &

1

1
U -1 _
_Wi_i_MIA_.Hi M'A_-“i _aiKpi g > —wi—+M; RHI —aiKpi Hi +riK
(I—apu ™ ! (I—ai)w !
Werearrange thisexpression, factoroutcommontermsand simplify toget:
L M e
wi(1—ai) oKW I — aiKHi >riK
Ai
T W
M . wip o = T 1
Mo ™ aRi> T gyt Rk
A Fi .
lTl__ W; —_1%117 I—ai 4y = .
Mi>AiailK 1+ — :M
ri ai

The latter expression indeed holds. We conclude that the marginal cost functionis every-

where above the average cost function beyond the point of average cost minimization.

Further, we can show that the marginal cost function constitutes an asymptote of the average

cost function when Mj — ». Consider the ratio:
|

MC(Mi_Z _ Wi(l_ai)_Li M'_ Hi (&_ pi_aiKi 1;:”
(67)
Ai i
AC(Mi) 1ok I:_
wi (1 — qj) ™ MAi — aiKHi I +riK

We evaluate this ratio at the point in which routine input production tends to its maximum:

Hm vLm = AL = ag) D + aRM W

Ln—L

MC(Mi(D))  wi(l—a) ™" L M1 — ) T4 — aiKH]
ACMI(L) wil+ K
Consider the position of the two curves when L —> «:
lim MC(M(D)) = 1im Wil —ap) " L' M [(1 - ap) T4 — aiKH]
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UsingL'Hopital’srule, thislimit canbe evaluated by taking the derivative of thenumerator
and of thedenominatorwrt L:

- C
lim MC(Mi(L) =lim pi+(1—pw) 1+ o wll=1 (69)
[« AC(M(L)) L= —ar L
The second term in the square brackets approaches 0 from above. Consequently, the AC

function converges to the MC function from below as Mj — «.

B Alternative approach to solving the benchmark model

B.1 The problem of the firm in routine input production

The cost minimization problem of the firmis:

~ Min Wil + K y
st Mi < A ai(KOM + (1 — a;)(L™H 17y
i i
The first order conditions define relative factor demand as a function of the factor price ratio:

— 1
LT“ Wi Qi 1=/

L =
K ri1— aj

Werearrange this expression to solve for each of the factors and plugitinto the production

(70)

function to obtain conditional factor demands:
1

L " -
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Kij =

Werearrange each of the expressions in square brackets. In the capital equation we factor

outg HpimH EETIEEE
i i . Intheroutinelabor equation we factor out (1 — a;) W;
For capital, we get: )
M R R - M
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Forroutinelabor, we get:
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We plug the conditional factor demands in the cost of production to obtain the unit cost

function:
_ __Hi_ - Hi | 1 - . 1— I
l 1—1m 1-i 1 i " 1 e Ea'l %—m—
1=y 1=pj -
C(Wi,ri;l) = A (of I +(1—ai) Wi (1—ai) Wi + q; F
. . I i—1
l ?}E _flii —1—1u|— _1:“:4 uT,
C(wi, ri;1) = A G F0-a) W (72)

The price of theroutine input coincides with the solution of the macro problem (19).

B.2 Autarky Equilibrium

The resource constraint on capital puts an upper bound on the maximal amount of the routine

input that can be produced by optimally combining capital and labor:
1 1

] : I_
* . . A-DIM _ -1 A.DM .
Ki _ —'X'} “'A;'.P Mk e M; < KA a'p;'P e
i i i

The level of production of the routine input coincides with the solution of the macro problem

(73)

whenever the capitalendowmentis fully used ((74) replicates (15)):
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The above expression uses capital market clearing to define the optimal quantity of the
routine output. Weobtain the second expression for the optimal quantity of the routine output
using labor market clearing. Cost minimization in the production of final goods delivers (28).
We use labor market clearing to write L2* = L — L™ (M*). We use conditional labor demand
in i i

routine output production (71) toreplace I.-rm* by its value whereby (28) becomes:

_ i | . I
L— M'ﬂ I-ai 1—ui_1 1T1ui _P—L:rr Ay e M
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AW i i +(1—aj) Wi EM
* = ¢ = (75)
M; Cw

i
Wefactor out M* on the LHS, replace P™ by its value in (72) on the RHS, rearrange the
! |

expression and solve for M;"to
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Weequate (76) with thefirstline of (74) to get:
|1
_ a1 _ R 11—
K = wiL ca™r TE+(Q+c)(1—a)tHw ™
r i i

We factor out g/ 7#y~H/01-1) o : e
i i and simplify the above expression to obtain an implicit

=

i T |—1

solution for the factor price ratio ™ = (w;/ ri)*:
| -
1=ai tm —

1L
ai (@) 1=

(WH e+ +
C)

=0 (77)

Thesolutiontotheautarkyequilibriumisunchanged: (77) replicates (31).

B.3 Existence and uniqueness of the solution

As we show in 3.1.3, the polynomial in (77) has a unique positive root w* whenever
the relative price of capital is not “too high’ (ri/w;)* < ¢ H(L/K). To investigate whether
thisinequality always holds, we start from some initial endowments for which it is satisfied
and characterize the magnitude of the change in the factor price ratio and in the relative

endowment following a positive shock to L/K.%? Differentiating both sides with respect to L/K

,weget:
9 (o« - _ wi |
o L 1 L 1 L
1 "oy _ d <d _ ©c<l+ -1 (78
1
_ P - _
0 3(E 0og 4o M1 c K r*K

As long as the above inequality holds, the change in the factor price ratio is smaller than
the change in relative factor endowments, and the initial inequality continues to hold. The

magnitude of cdepends on factor shares in production of final goods and on the shares of these

final goods in consumption. For simplicity, we assume that ¢ = 1.3 It is immediate that the
}t}u‘i%\l inequality canberearrangedas1 <w*L whereby (78) is verified. It follows that
i i

the polynomial has a unique positive solution for any LI/K! > L/K, i.e. both labor and capital
continue to be used in routine input production as labor becomes more and more abundant.

The intuition is the following. An increase in the labor endowment translates into an increase
intherelative costof capital (78). Notwithstanding thisincrease in the cost of capital, it remains
optimal touse the fullamount of capitalin routine input production. Indeed, (70) indicates that

by increasing the amount of capital used in production we always decrease the relative cost
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of capital and free up labor for non-routine tasks. By freeing up labor from routine tasks,

32 One such initial endowment point is simply L/K = 1.
3 ¢ =1ifthetwo goods carry equal weightin consumption (61 = 6, = .5)and 1 + B2 = 1.
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wealwaysincrease the total quantity of final goods that canbe produced, thereby making the
consumer better off.
Next, we consider the change in relative endowments and in the relative factor price ratio

following a positive shock to (K/L). For the initial endowments, the inequality (wi/rj)*

> ¢(K/L) is verified. Differentiating both sides with respect to K/L, we get:

G, - Cpcge 2
i D ]
LG (CHI >0 79)
9 % c+ 1 SRR
1y 1+0) & - ‘w T

From the polynomial we know that the expression in the curly brackets of (79) is equal to

[w;L/riK — c]. Rearranging and simplifying the above expression, we get:
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Aslongastheaboveinequalityholds, thechangeinthefactorpriceratioexceedsthechange
inrelative factorendowments, and the initial inequality alwaysholds. The aboveinequality is
necessarily verified if pj < .5. However, the inequality may be violated for pj > .5 whereby
theinitial inequality may be violated for high enough p and sufficiently abundant capital. The
intuition is straightforward. As capital endowment increases, the use of labor in routine tasks
becomes more and more expensive. If |l is sufficiently high, we may reach a situation where
capitalbecomessufficiently cheap tofully replacelaborinroutinetasks.

If one or both countries Stlolﬁi using labor in routine irllylilt production, its price becomes

m

i = riK/M where Mj = Aia; KwherebyR™=ri/Aja; .Ifthisapproachtoproductionis
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cost-minimizing, itmustbe thatthe price of theroutineinputislowerwithoutusinglabor:
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The LHS of (82) is strictly smaller than 1 as long as wi/ri is finite. The LHS converges to

1 when wi/rj = «. We conclude that when capital endowment becomes sufficiently abundant

and P > .5, the weight of labor in routine input ?roduction becomes negligible. In the latter

case, L2 — LI, M %Aial'/“iK_I, and P™ = ri/Aia’ " whereby (28) becomes:
| I | |
[a* m LI KI
i =ch T =i wt= (83)
- B c
. & Kl (=4 i
M;. W K Wi L

This situation must occurinthe high-p country before the low-p country because the equi-
librium factor price ratio w* (1) < w*(U2) when capital endowment increases relatively to the

point of normalization. It flollows tha2t K &91‘ which w*(p)—>c¢ hasw*(u)=> K’ As the

[ 11 o 2 20
relative wage is lower in the high-j country, this country continues to have a relatively lower
autarky price for the non-routine intensive final good.

If Yo > .5 and the capital endowment continues to increase, the low-j country also reaches
the point where only capital is used in routine input production. Beyond this threshold, differ-
ences in capital-labor substitutability cease to be a source of comparative advantage.

To sum up, we have a unique positive solution to the polynomial for any factor endow-
mentsif Y < .5, and the pattern of specialization described in the core of the paper always
holds. Wheneverboth i1 and pp are strictly bigger than .5, there exists a threshold at which the
relative capital endowment is sufficiently high for labor to become negligible in routine input

production. Inthelatter case, our mechanism ceasestobeasource of comparativeadvantage.
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