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Place, Date and Time 
Gera, August 22 2017, 14:00-18:00, Gera, Rathaussaal, Am Kornmarkt 12, 07545 Gera. (see Program). 
 

Stakeholders 
The meeting was organized as a Round Table about the future of regional policy in Germany, particularly in the 
Eastern part of the country. The most important participants were the Minister of Economics of the State of 
Thuringia (Wolfgang Tiefensee) and the Parlamentary State Secretary in of the Federal Ministry of Economics, 
Iris Gleicke. Mrs. Gleicke is also Federal Government Commissioner for the New Federal States and for Small 
Enterprises. Other participants came from the Federal Ministry of Economics, the Thuringian Ministry of 
Economics and from several Local Development Agencies. (see List of Participants)  
 

Format 
Presentation by Prof. Dr. Michael Fritsch “Der Beitrag der Regionalförderung zu intelligentem Wachstum durch 
Digitalisierung und Vernetzung” (The Contribution of Regional Assistance to Intelligent Growth Applying 
Digitilization and Networking; see Slides) of about 25 minutes followed by Q & A (about 30 minutes).  
 

Executive summary 
 
Prof. Fritsch began his presentation by highlighting the development of important framework conditions for 
the development of East German regions. He then explained the basic ideas behind the concept of smart 
specialization, including the empirical evidence. A particular focus was of innovation by diversification and 
entrepreneurship. He then highlighted the role of entrepreneurship within the smart specialization strategy. A 
discussion of the role of digitalization followed on special request of the organizers of the Round Table. Finally, 
Prof. Fritsch presented policy implications. One main conclusion was that conventional regional policy 
measures such as investment subsidies have lost importance in the past and will only play a relatively minor 
role in the future.  See slides in the Appendix. 
 

Main Questions discussed 
The main questions addressed in the meeting can be summarized as follows.  

• Does the smart specialization strategy include the danger of creating dominant industries and 
monostructures that can be particularly vulnerable in the process of structural change? 

• How to assess the relatedness of industries or activities? 

• Why should policy not try to create unrelated variety? 

• Does entrepreneurship lead to more related or to more unrelated variety? 

• What are the appropriate policy instruments for the smart specialization strategy?   

• What are appropriate instruments to foster productive and innovative entrepreneurship? 
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